ELMHURST MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
NEWSLETTER

CLUB HOURS

SUNDAY NOON TO 9PM OPEN
HOUSE FROM 1 TO 4 PM FOR THE
PUBLIC. PLEASE VERIFY WITH
THE KEY MONITOR DURING OPEN
HOUSE BEFORE OPERATING ON
THE LAYOUT.

MONDAY 7PM TO 10PM OPEN
OPERATION

TUESDAY 7PM TO 10PM
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

WEDNESDAY 7PM TO 10PM OPEN
OPERATION

THURSDAY 7PM TO 10PM OPEN

OPERATION
FRIDAY 7PM TO 10 PM OPEN
The Orderboard HOUSE FOR THE PUBLIC. PLEASE
July VERIFY WITH THE KEY MONITOR
DURING OPEN HOUSE BEFORE
August OPERATING ON THE LAYOUT.
September 2008 SATURDAY 3PM TO 10PM. OPEN

OPERATION SLIDE/VIDEO NIGHT

Notes of general meeting on April 5, 2008: We were brought up on what’s
happing on the building construction and what the landlord is doing for us.
He has given up a month rent, some money for repainting both the floor and
ceiling. The heating pipe that was taken out is in the back room and the club
is going to take it to a scrap yard for some money. The board is working with
the landlord on a new lease. On the layout all the small light bulbs will be
replaced with LED’s, less wattage and last longer.

On DC & DCC both Leroy Prins and Mike Hoffman and working to
complete the work. A round of thanks goes out to the two for all the long and
hard work they are doing. The DC cabs will be replaced with new ones more
on this later. A small problem has come up on the dual system if your
equipment stops and will restart, turn off the block and count to ten, if it still
wiil not go take the engine to the test track, or cail for help, just don’t leave
the power on. Heat now that it is spring and summer the heat will not be
forgotten, because of the sprinkler installation we had to wait.

Question brought up about club T-shirts and Club cars, the board will
look into it. Swaps for 2009, the space we are now using has informed us of a
large rent increase, the board is looking at both staying and a new location.

Same confusion about funfest and the $5.00 charge. This charge is only
for food. If you just want to come down and run your trains or say Happy
New Year there is no charge.



The new test track or lack of it was talked about. The board will try to bring it
to a final deal. Newsletter? Can we put it on E-mail? We need input from you the
members, as in a previous newsletter I asked for input but very few answered. You
do not need a home computer for E-mail you can go to friend or the local library.
On Yahoo there is site that maybe able to be used. Some one brought up that they
did not feel that Yahoo was safe. They felt that you would open yourself up to a
lot of junk mail and had to give Yahoo info not to there liking. This will be looked
into. If you have any feed back talk to a board member or put it in the blue box
buy the test track and I will see that it gets to a board member.

NEWSLETTER TABLE

The newsletter comes out four times a year. To get stories or dates into the
newsletter I need the info by the dates listed below.
1* quarter November 20%
2" quarter March 1%
3" quarter June 1%
4™ quarter September 1%

In the last year people have called or stopped by the club asking about what can
be done about model railroad equipment they found after a friend or relative
passed away. This can be a problem, I personally was and it was not pleasant. A
cousin of mine died. 1 was asked to sort and depose of his equipment which
included a real working EMD F7. The point I am trying to make do something
now, make a list of what you have and what you want to do with it. This could be
a great help to the people that will have to deal with your model railroad
equipment. Think about it!!

There is a change in the markings on the panel in the west bound set up yard.
Push buttons 1-5 are for the DC cabs. Push button 6 is for the DCC cabs, Push
button 7 is not in use now, but at a latter date will become the push button for the
DCC cabs, and push button 6 will return to DC cab use. More about this later.
Push button marked YB is for yard B, push button YA is for yard A, push button
EH is for the engine house, push button AD is for the power pack located in block
10 for use on the north end of the arrival & departure yard, push button FYW is the
power pack in the west bound set up yard.



METAL OR PLASTIC

There are those that will argue forever on this point. As far as plastic wheels goes, they
are inexpensive and pretty much model railroad equipment made up to the mid 80s came
with them. Two drawbacks to plastic wheels is the amount of gunk that builds up on them,
which in turn gets spread around the layout, which causes pickup frouble, and they tend to
drag, making your train seem heavier than it should be. I don’t have a large fleet of freight
cars, perhaps fewer than 50, and I have had to clean them on occasion, remembering how
long it took. Since then, I have made the change to metal wheels.

Metal wheels, on the other hand can be costly, but that depends on whose you buy. 1
have heard members say that intermountain are the best, and that may be, I don’t have any
myself. Walthers/Life-Like Proto 2000 ‘wheels are less expensive and in my opinion work
just as well. Then again, using Reboxx truck tuner tool, Exxact Socket tool to be exact,
works well on stubborn trucks and produces a very nice free rolling truck.

As far as the club goes, we don’t have a policy that forces members to change to metal
wheels. All we can do is strongly suggest the change. Since metal wheels very seldom
transfer dirt around the layout, this helps with electrical contract, which in furns helps out
with running DCC. If and when we get to signal the layout, metal wheels with help with
detection, which is a necessary park of signaling, along with a few other key components.
Again, making the change to metal wheels is only a suggestion, but it couldn’t hurt.

STEEL MILL IN OPERATION

On Tuesday May 27";, the steel mill began operating. On Friday May 30", the mill was
busy. Friday night during open house, we had visitors form a heavy industry special
interest group down. They were having a meet in the Chicago area and were invited down
to see the mill. At this time it only runs on DCC. We will, when time allows, get everything
set for DC and DCC. A GP9 to serve as the industry switcher, was detailed, lettered and
donated by Nick Nowacki. There are also a few hot metal ladle cars, as well as 3 mill fiats,
ingot molds and ingot buggies. Other equipment will show up over time,

We ask that care is to be taken when using this equipment. Please treat it with the
utmost respect, as great time and effort has been put into everything.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Summer is here and you know that means Cool Cars Under The Stars is back so parking
is at a premium, This event is every Wednesday night until September.

ELMFEST RETURNS

Starting around June 11" or so, Elmhurst gets underway with preparations for
ELMFEST. Up and down York St. and Addison St. over by Al’s Hobby Shop, you can see
where the mark out where the vendor booth will set.

We wont have Friday night open house, but we might have Sunday open house provided
there enough people to sign up and come down to help. There needs to be at least 12 people
for this to happen. Time is getting short, so sign up now. Also be aware the parking lot buy
the police will have changed parking signs posted. So be aware,

Mike Hoffman B.O.D.

The club wishes to thank Eric Lang for the donation of some issue of the Chicago
& Northwestern Historical Society Northwestern lines magazine for the past couple
years they are in black books on the bottom shelf in the clubroom.






